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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KABUL 1306 

E.O. 11652: PFOR.AF, US 
TAGS: NA 

SUB J : PRESS AND GOVT REACTION ON U.S. MESSAGE TO DAOUD ON HIS 
INAUGURATION 

1 . PRESIDENT CARTER S MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATION TO PRESIDENT 
DAOUD ON HIS ELECTION WAS GIVEN LEAD POSITION AND QUOTED AT 
LENGTH FEB 19 WHEN ALL KABUL DAILIES CARRIED FIRST GROUP OF 
SUCH MESSAGES. ORDER OF CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES LISTED ON 
FIRST DAY RAN; U.S.. USSR. IRAN. PAKISTAN, INDIA, BULGARIA, 

SOUTH KOREA, PRC, AND TURKEY. OTHER MESSAGES WERE PUBLISHED 
ON FEB 20 AND 21. 

2. PROMINENT PLACEMENT OF U.S. MESSAGE MAY DERIVE FROM 
REPORTED HIGHLY FAVORABLE REACTION OF PRESIDENT DAOUD 
AND OTHER OFFICIALS TO FAST U.S. REACTION AND WARMTH OF 
MESSAGE. DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS FOR FOREIGN 
MINISTRY TOLD EMBOFF THAT PRESIDENT DAOUD HAD BEEN PERSONALLY 
VERY PLEASED WITH U.S. MESSAGE. OTHER AFGHANS ECHOED THAT 
SENTIMENT. 
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